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PREFACE 


This  planning  document  was  prepeured  by  government  agencies  in 
recognition  of  the  need  for  improved  management  of  Alberta's  lands  and 
resources.  It  applies  only  to  public  lands  within  the  Smoky-Peace  Point 
planning  area,  and  not  to  any  private  lands. 

The  plan  presents  the  Govejniment  of  Alberta's  resource  management 
policy  for  the  public  lands  and  resources  within  the  area.  It  is 
intended  to  be  a guide  to  resource  managers,  industry  and  the  public 
having  responsibility  or  interests  in  the  aurea,  rather  than  a regulatory 
mechanism.  Resource  potentials  and  opportunities  for  development  are 
identified  with  a view  to  assisting  the  economic  progress  of  Albeirta. 
The  plan  is  sufficiently  flexible  so  all  future  proposals  for  land  use 
and  development  may  be  considered.  No  legitimate  proposals  will  be 
categorically  rejected.  The  provincial  government  is  committed  to 
serving  Albei^ans;  should  a proposal  not  be  in  keeping  with  the 
provisions  of  the  plan,  every  means  will  be  taken  to  explore  alternative 
ways  of  accommodating  the  proposal  in  a more  appropriate  location,  either 
in  this  planning  area  or  on  other  public  lands.  The  rejection  of  any 

proposals  will  only  be  done  in  writing  by  the  minister  or  the  minster's 
designate . 

A detailed  outline  for  inplementation  will  be  provided  for  this 
local  plan  to  identify  the  necessary  implementation  actions  and  roles. 
This  iirplementation  outline  will  also  provide  for  the  continuing  review 
of  the  plan  so  it  may  accommodate  changing  needs  and  situations. 
Wherever  possible,  the  private  sector  will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  be 
actively  involved  in  the  operational  delivery  of  the  plan. 

Implementation  will  be  subject  to  the  normal  budgetary  approval 
process.  Overall  priorities  will  be  established  with  consideration  of 
opportunities  in  other  planning  areas  and  areas  currently  outside  the 
planning  process. 

While  the  plan  identifies  resource  potentials  and  opportunities, 
the  realization  of  these  may  require  the  dedication  of  major  amounts  of 
public  funds.  The  plan  will  be  used  on  the  understanding  that  any 
actions  required  for  iirplementation  will  only  be  undertaken  as  budgetary 
approvals  are  given  in  the  normal  way.  The  private  sector  will  be  given 
the  first  opportunity  to  provide  any  development  required. 

This  plan  has  no  legal  status  and  is  subject  to  revisions  or 
review  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  of  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife. 
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HIGHLIGHT  SUMMARY 


The  Smoky-Peace  Point  Local  Integrated  Resource  Plan  is 
a statement  of  provincial  government  resource  management  policy  for 
820  km^  of  land  immediately  south  and  west  of  the  town  of  Peace  River. 
Two  rivers  - the  Peace  and  Smoky  - form  the  boundaries  of  the  study 
area  which  is  characterized  primarily  by  cleared  uplands  and 
ecologically  fragile  river  valleys. 

The  plan  resolves  existing  and  potential  conflicts  and  provides 
positive^  future-oriented  direction  for  management  of  a wide  range  of 
resources  and  resource  uses.  Recreation,  tourism,  ecological,  fish, 
wildlife,  watershed,  historical,  timber,  grazing  and  mineral  resources 
are  addressed  in  the  plan.  Use  of  these  resources  provides  a 

corresponding  broad  range  of  social  and  economic  benefits  to  the 
residents  of  the  area.  The  overall  resource  management  intent  for  the 
Smoky-Peace  Point  Planning  Area  is  to  allow  for  use  of  the  full  range  of 
available  resources,  v^ile  recognizing  environmental  and  recreation 
considerations . 

The  Smo]?y-Peace  Point  plants  provision  for  protection  and 

continued  use  of  the  area's  resources  is  achieved  through  the 

establishment  of  resource  management  objectives  and  guidelines  for  the 
planning  area  and  for  specific  sub-areas.  Grazing  is  particularly 

important  in  the  planning  area,  as  are  the  ecological  and  wildlife 
resources  and  recreation. 

A public  involvement  program  has  been  an  important  conponent 
during  plan  development.  A wide  range  of  comments  has  been  received. 
Public  support  for  both  environmental  protection  and  recreation  use  of 
the  area  was  evident.  The  importance  of  grazing  was  emphasized  and  there 
was  significant  opposition  to  industrial  development  and  resource 
extraction  within  the  ecologically  sensitive  areas  of  the  planning  area. 
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INTRODUCTION 


1 . 1 Definition  of  Plan 


A plan  details  the  policy  direction  and  includes: 

- an  identification  of  the  resource  management  policy. 
This  outlines  the  resource  management  eitphasis  for  the 
planning  area.  Also  outlined  are  the  resource  management 
objectives  identifying  the  desirable  condition  for 
resource  use.  Guidelines  addressing  use  and  management  of 
the  resource  are  given,  ensuring  the  objectives  are 
achieved.  Implications  of  the  objectives  and  guidelines  are 
also  presented. 

- a mapping  of  the  division  of  the  planning  area  into 
smaller  land  units,  or  sub-areas.  The  sub-areas  locate, 
within  the  planning  area,  specific  management  intent, 
specific  resource  objectives  and  resource  management  guide- 
lines. 


hj Planning  Background 


The  Smoky-Peace  Point  Local  Integrated  Resource  Plan  (IRP)  was 
initiated  in  April,  1986.  Over  the  years  there  has  been  recognition  of 
the  need  to  integrate  a mamber  of  competing  uses  such  as  recreation, 
wildlife  habitat,  oil  and  gas  activities  and  domestic  grazing.  The 
proximity  of  the  area  to  the  town  of  Peace  River,  as  well  as  its  unique 
features,  make  it  one  of  the  more  important  recreational,  natural  and 
historical  sites  in  the  region.  The  terms  of  reference  were  completed 
and  endorsed  by  the  Peace  River  Regional  Resource  Management  Committee  in 
Jime,  1986. 

The  team  assembled  to  prepare  the  integrated  resource  plan  for 
the  Smoky-Peace  Point  area  consists  of  a team  co-ordinator  from  the 
Resource  Evaluation  and  Planning  Division  of  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife  and  three  team  members,  one  from  each  of  the  following  agencies: 
Alberta  Forest  Service,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division  and  Public  Lands 
Division.  These  agencies  are  responsible  for  the  majority  of  pxoblic  land 
allocation  and  management  decisions  in  the  planning  area. 

In  addition  to  these  representatives,  other  agencies  and  groups 
have  been  invited  to  participate  as  consultants  to  the  planning  team. 
They  include  government  departments,  local  authorities  and  provincial  and 
local  public  interest  groups. 
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Dgssriptigjg 


The  Smoky-Peace  Point  planning  area  (821  lax?/ 211  sq.  mi.)  is 
immediately  southwest  of  the  town  of  Peace  River,  and  is  bordered  by  both 
the  Smoky  and  Peace  rivers,  and  by  the  Buinit  River/Fox  Creek  system 
(Figure  1).  It  includes  about  340  km^  (130  sq.  mi.)  of  public  land. 
The  privately  owned  lands  within  the  planning  area  are  not  affected  by 
the  plan. 

The  planning  area  is  composed  of  three  different  landforms: 
Uplands,  Smoky  River  Breaks  and  Peace  River  Brea)cs.  The  Uplands,  between 
the  Smo)cy  and  Peace  valleys,  consists  of  level  to  undulating  land, 
narrowing  to  a very  steep  ridge  in  the  north.  Much  of  the  upland 
vegetation  has  been  cleared  for  agriculture.  Ihe  remaining  vegetation 
includes  black  spruce  or  willow  fens  in  depressions,  and  upland  aspen 
communities  on  level  to  hummocky  terrain,  with  vegetation  characteristic 
of  Boreal  Mixedwood  Communities  (e.g.  rose,  low-bush  cranberry,  red-osier 
dogwood,  fireweed  and  hairy  wild  rye) . The  latter  two  landforms  extend 
from  the  Uplands  as  numerous  erodible  finger  ridges.  The  Smoky  River 
Breaks,  being  steeper,  are  more  severely  eroded  than  aire  the  rolling 
slopes  and  terraces  of  the  Peace  River  Brealcs.  Vegetation  composition 
and  distribution  is  highly  variable  within  the  valleys,  reflecting 
strongly  the  influence  of  slope  and  aspect,  and  on  the  point  area, 
frequent  burning.  A mosaic  of  aspen,  dry  shrubland  and  grassland 
communities  is  typical. 

Some  of  the  merchantable  timber  in  the  planning  area  is  located 
below  the  breaks  of  the  Peace  River  and  is  inaccessible  because  of  steep 
slopes.  One  area  (Long  Island  Block)  within  Forest  Management  Unit  GIO 
is  suitable  for  sustained  yield  timber  management. 

There  are  no  timber  commitments  in  the  form  of  Forest  Management 
Agreements  or  quotas  in  the  planning  area.  An  overall  objective  is  to 
continue  to  make  the  timber  resource  available  for  local  resident  use 
through  short-term  dispositions  such  as  Local  Timber  Permits,  Commercial 
Timber  Permits  and  Deciduous  Timber  Permits. 

The  timber  within  the  planning  area  can  provide  a small  supplement 
of  forest  products  to  meet  local  demand.  Logging  will  not  be  permitted 
in  sensitive  areas  such  as  steep  slopes  adjacent  to  the  Peace  and  Smoky 
Rivers,  and  will  be  limited  in  other  areas  such  as  The  Point  sub-area. 

With  the  exception  of  small  isolated  portions  of  the  area,  the 
entire  planning  area  is  rated  as  having  low  capability  for  uninproved 
grazing.  Both  the  Smoky  and  Peace  river  valleys  are  rated  as  having  low 
potential  for  improved  grazing;  the  main  limitation  is  steep  slopes. 
Much  of  the  upland  airea  has  moderate  to  high  capability  for  improved 
grazing,  although  impeded  soil  drainage  and  wet  soils  in  spring  may  limit 
improvement  or  grazing  activities. 
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Figure  1:  Planning  Area 


Both  the  Smoky  and  Peace  river  valleys  as  well  as  Fox  Creek 
provide  high  quality  habitat  for  white- tailed  and  mule  deer,  and  black 
bear,  and  moderate  quality  habitat  for  both  moose  and  elk.  Aspen  stands 
and  willow  shrublands  on  the  uplands  offer  habitat  of  moderate  to  high 
quality  for  all  four  ungulate  species.  Cleared  land  and  landscapes 
dominated  by  black  spruce  provide  low  quality  habitat  for  moose,  elk, 
white-tailed  deer  and  mule  deer. 

The  quality  of  fall  and  winter  habitat  for  sharp-tailed  grouse  is 
high  for  all  vegetated  upland  areas  as  well  as  for  both  the  Smoky  and 
Peace  river  valleys  and  Fox  Creek.  Cleared  agricultiural  land  and 
wetlands  dominated  by  black  spruce  provide  low  quality  habitat  (spring 
and  summer  sharp- tailed  grouse  habitat  is  rated  somevdiat  lower) . Ruffed 
grouse  habitat  is  judged  to  be  of  moderate  quality  for  most  of  the 
planning  area,  but  cleared  agricultural  lands,  dry  shrubland  and  black 
spruce  dominated  wetlands  provide  only  low  quality  habitat. 

Only  the  islands  and  alluvial  terraces  of  the  Peace  and  Smoky 
rivers  and  the  willow  shrublands  with  open  water  on  the  upland  areas  have 
been  rated  as  providing  favorable  spring  and  fall  habitat  for  staging  and 
migrant  waterfowl.  All  other  landscapes  provide  poor  quality  habitat, 
primarily  due  to  the  lack  of  open  water. 

Portions  of  the  planning  area  are  iirportant  for  recreation,  such 
as  hiking,  cross-country  skiing,  horseback  riding,  nature  observation, 
photography,  berry  picking,  fishing,  hunting  and  some  recreational 
vehicle  use. 

In  addition  to  its  significance  for  recreation,  wildlife  habitat 
and  grazing,  the  land  located  at  the  confluence  of  the  Peace  and  Smoky 
rivers  is  considered  to  be  an  iirportant  scenic  and  historic  site. 

Historic  Fur  Trade  Resoirrces 

Alexander  Mackenzie  supervised  the  construction  of  Fort  Fork  in 
the  fall  of  1792  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Peace  River  about  six  miles 
above  the  forks  of  the  Peace  and  Smoky  rivers.  Mackenzie  wintered  at 
Fort  Fork  and  in  the  spring  of  1793  began  his  epic  journey  to  the  Pacific 
for  the  North  West  Coitpany.  Another  great  Nor  ^wester,  David  Thompson, 
spent  two  years  at  Fort  Fork  (1802-4)  and  recorded  the  establishment  of 
an  XY  Coitpany  post  in  1803  about  90  m (100  yds.)  upstream  of  Foirt  Fork. 
In  1805  the  North  West  Company  moved  its  Peace  River  headquarters  farther 
up  the  Peace  to  Fort  Dunvegan  but  continued  to  plant  gardens  at  abandoned 
Fort  Fork.  During  the  final  years  of  conpetition  between  the  North  West 
and  the  Hudson's  Bay  companies  (1818-21),  the  HBC  built  three  posts  (St. 
Mary's  Post  I,  II  and  III)  on  the  opposite  (west)  bank  of  the  Peace 
between  Fort  Fork  and  the  forks.  St.  Mary's  was  abandoned  with  the 
amalgamation  of  the  rival  companies  in  1821. 

Many  years  later  (c.  1875),  in  response  to  the  competition  of 
free  traders  on  the  upper  Peace,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Conpany  established 
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Smoky  River  Post  in  the  same  general  location  as  the  St.  Mary's  posts. 
Smoky  River  Post  remained  operative  until  1880. 

Although  Fort  Fork  was  operative  for  only  a dozen  years,  its 
association  with  Mackenzie  and  Thonpson  and  its  role  in  the  Northwest 
Company  campaign  to  cross  the  Rockies  lend  it  great  significance. 

Historical  Archaeology  - Fort  Fork 

The  archaeological  potential  of  Fort  Fork  is  relatively  low  as 
most  of  the  site  has  eroded  into  the  Peace  River.  There  is,  however,  a 
possibility  that  historic  archaeological  features  located  outside  the 
fort  walls  may  still  be  preserved.  Consequently,  should  any  development 
involving  land  surface  disturbance  be  proposed  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
post,  an  Historical  Resources  Impact  Assessment  is  recommended  before 
development. 

Fo2±  Fork  fills  an  important  temporal/geographical  data  gap  for 
fur  trade  archaeology  and  even  a small  assemblage  of  artifacts  from  the 
site  would  be  analytically  significant. 

Prehistoric  Archaeology 

The  Peace  River  valley  and  adjacent  regions  have  revealed 
evidence  of  occupation  of  the  area  for  at  least  the  last  10  000  years. 
The  Smoky-Peace  Point  study  area  thus  has  the  potential  to  intejrpret  the 
record  of  prehistoric  exploitation  of  the  Peace  River  environment  from 
the  earliest  of  times.  At  present  only  a small  number  of  prehistoric 
sites  have  been  recorded  in  the  study  area,  but  this  is  largely  a 
consequence  of  the  heavy  forest  cover  that  typifies  the  noirth-facing 
slopes  of  all  the  major  northern  river  valleys.  Archaeological  visibil- 
ity in  the  mixed  forest  cover  of  aspen,  birch,  poplar  and  spruce  is  poor 
in  conparison  to  the  more  arid  south-facing  slopes  v^ich  contain  more 
grassland  and  less  dense  forest  cover.  Previous  studies  have  indicated 
that  while  the  south  facing  slopes  were  used  more  intensively  prehistor- 
ically,  the  north-facing  slopes  still  contain  ample  evidence  of  pre- 
historic occupation. 

Prehistoric  sites  tend  to  occur  most  often  on  the  well  drained 
and  relatively  level  upslope  terraces  associated  with  the  earliest  levels 
of  the  Peace  and  Smol^y  rivers,  as  well  as  the  lower  terraces  associated 
with  more  recent  flood  plain  deposits.  These  terraces  are  archaeolog- 
ically  significant  as  they  provide  the  opportunity  to  recover  buried 
layers  of  occupational  debris  that  help  to  order  the  record  of  human  use 
of  the  area.  In  many  instances  these  prehistoric  sites  tend  to  be  situ- 
ated in  close  proximity  to  river  junctions  and  creek  mouths,  or  on  narrow 
reaches  of  the  river.  Islands  also  appear  to  have  been  occupied. 

The  study  area  in  general  is  a largely  unknown  quantity  regarding 
prehistoric  exploitation  and  occupation.  This  region  may  have  provided  a 
rapid  overland  route  to  gain  access  to  the  two  major  rivers  that  border 
the  study  area.  The  presence  of  the  two  major  rivers  combined  with 
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information  from  similarly  structured  study  areas  along  the  Peace  River 
suggests  a high  potential  for  prehistoric  sites  exists  throughout  the 
Smoky-Peace  Point  IRP  area. 

Paleontology 

Bedrock  in  the  study  area  is  composed  of  sediments  of  the  lower 
Upper  Cretaceous  Shaftesbury  and  Dunvegan  formations . The  Shaftesbury 
Formation  is  best  exposed  in  the  Peace  River  for  about  50  km  southwest  of 
the  town  of  Peace  River.  It  consists  of  a sequence  of  massive  grey 
shales  and  minor  interbedded  ironstones  (with  many  septarian  nodules) 
v^ich  to  date  have  produced  a relatively  small  variety  of  invertebrate 
fossils  (ammonoids  and  pelecypods)  and  some  fossil  fish  (scales  and 
skeletal  remains  of  Osmeroides,  a tarpon). 

The  Dunvegan  Formation  is  considerably  more  extensive  in  the 
Peace  River  valley  than  is  the  Shaftesbury,  extending  from  the  Alberta/ 
B.C.  border  to  within  60  km  of  the  town  of  Peace  River.  The  Dunvegan 
Formation  comprises  shales,  sandstones  and  coals  deposited  in  a variety 
of  paralic  environments.  The  formation  possesses  diverse  fossil 
resources  including  marine  invertebrates,  non-marine  invertebrates  as 
well  as  a variety  of  plants  and  some  very  poorly  known  vertebrate  remains 
( dinosaurs , pies iosaur s ? ) . 

The  exposures  within  the  Peace  and  Smoky  river  valleys  are 
currently  rated  as  highly  to  moderately  sensitive  and  contain  a diverse 
and  inportant  fossil  assemblage.  It  is  recommended  that  mitigative 
measures,  including  a predevelopment  survey  of  the  area  for 
palaeontological  resources  and  on-site  inspection  of  spoil  piles  and 
exposed  bedrock  during  the  development  phase,  be  undertaken  on  any 
proposed  development  projects  within  the  study  area  v^ich  will  result  in 
disruption  of  the  bedrock. 


1.4  Broad  Resource  Policy  Direction  for  the  Planning  Area 


Since  1948,  the  province  has  been  divided  into  White,  Yellow  and 
Green  Areas.  The  basic  purpose  was  to  identify  areas  of  existing 
settlement  v^ere  public  land  with  agricultural  capability  could  be 
purchased  (White  Area) , areas  v^ere  public  land  with  agricultural 
capability  could  be  purchased  under  homesteading  regulations  (Yellow 
Area) , and  areas  v^ere  public  land  would  generally  not  be  sold  for 
cultivation  (Green  Area).  In  1984,  with  the  passage  of  amendments  to  the 
Public  Lands  Act,  the  Yellow  Area  no  longer  exists.  Green  Area  public 
lands  are  managed  for  multiple  use.  This  provides  for  a wide  range  of 
resource  use,  notably  timber,  minerals,  water,  recreation,  wildlife  and 
fisheries.  Public  land  in  the  White  Area  is  also  managed  for  multiple 
use  under  the  Public  Lands  Act. 

The  Smoky-Peace  Point  planning  area  lies  primarily  within  the 
White  Area.  Approximately  8%  of  the  planning  area  or  24  sections  of  land 
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have  been  proposed  as  Green  Area  (Figure  3,  page  28),  subject  to  approval 
of  this  integrated  resource  plan. 

The  Inprovement  District  of  Birch  Hills,  No.  19,  has  coirpleted  a 
general  municipal  plan  for  lands  v^ich  include  the  Smoky-Peace  Point 
planning  area.  This  municipal  plan  neither  controls  the  disposition  of 
public  lands  nor  public  use  of  public  lands.  The  intent  of  the 
Smoky-Peace  Point  Local  Integrated  Resource  Plan  is  generally  coirpatible 
with  the  intent  of  the  general  municipal  plan. 


i^5 Report  Preparation 


Team  members  and  government  consultative  representatives 
contributed  broad  objectives  for  the  overall  planning  area,  as  well  as 
detailed  resource  management  objectives,  guidelines  and  implications  for 
each  of  the  five  siib-areas.  The  bases  for  the  formulation  of  these 
detailed  objectives  and  guidelines  are  the  broader  objectives,  as  well  as 
agency  mandates.  The  objectives  and  guidelines  emphasize  the 
maximization  of  each  resource,  recognizing  that  the  primary  planning 
objective  is  to  make  the  best  use  of  each  resource  in  relation  to  each  of 
the  other  resources. 
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2. 


OBJEcrrivES 


2A Ecological  Resources 


Broad  Objective 

1.  To  protect  unique,  representative  and  sensitive  ecological 
features  or  systems  identified  within  the  planning  area. 

Sub-Objectives 

1.  To  preserve  selected  unique,  representative  and  sensitive  natural 
ecosystems  and  features,  and  to  maintain  the  natural  diversity  of 
the  planning  area. 

2.  To  maintain  or  increase  opportunities  for  suitable  recreational 
and  educational  use  of  ecological  resources. 


Justification  of  Objectives 

Portions  of  the  planning  area  are  susceptible  to  soil  erosion 
because  of  the  combination  of  topography  and  soils.  In  addition  to  the 
sensitive  terrain,  there  is  a high  degree  of  diversity  of  topographical 
features  and  vegetation  communities . This  relatively  undisturbed 
landscape  is  a valuable  and  rapidly  diminishing  resource  in  a region  that 
has  largely  been  developed  for  agricultural  purposes.  It  has  high 
potential  to  provide  quality  recreational  and  educational  uses  for 
residents  of  the  area. 


2.2  Grazing  Resources 


Broad  Objective 

1.  To  permit  grazing  of  suitable  public  land  \^ich  is  not  allocated 
for  higher  priority  uses. 


Sub-Objectives 

1.  To  promote  sound  range  management  practices,  enhancing  the  forage 
resource  and  conserving  the  forage  resource  and  the  ecological 
integrity. 

2.  To  permit  the  continuation  of  the  existing  grazing  dispositions 
within  this  planning  area. 
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3.  To  restrict  the  issuing  of  new  grazing  leases  in  the  Peace  and 
Smoky  river  valleys. 


Justification  of  Objectives 

Lands  within  the  planning  eirea  have,  on  a provincial  scale,  a low 
capacity  for  unimproved  grazing.  Existing  leases  will  be  honored,  but  no 
new  leases  will  be  issued  in  the  environmentally  sensitive  river  valleys. 
Increased  summer  grazing  requirements  will  be  accommodated  by  range 
improvements  and  issuing  of  new  leases  outside  the  river  valleys. 


2.3  Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources 


Broad  Objective 

1.  To  maintain  or  increase  fish  and  wildlife  populations,  species 
and  habitat  diversity  within  the  planning  area  boundary. 


Sub-Objectives 

1.  To  maintain  or  increase  opportunities  for  consumptive  and 
non-consumptive  use  of  wildlife  and  fisheries  resources. 

2.  To  ensure  the  maintenance  of  suitable  quality  and  quantity  of 
productive  and  diverse  habitat  to  support  viable  wildlife/fish 
populations . 

3.  To  minimize  the  loss  of  key  habitat  to  competing  land  uses. 

4.  To  improve  wildlife  or  fisheries  habitat  vhere  suitable. 

5.  To  maintain  populations  of  furbearers  and  furbearing  carnivores 
to  sustain  long-term  harvest  of  these  species. 

6.  To  maintain  public  access  to  public  lands  and  fish  and  wildlife 
resources . 


Justification  of  Objectives 

Wildlife  resources  of  the  Smoky-Peace  Point  and  Smoky  and  Peace 
river  valleys  and  associated  uplands  are  locally  iirportant  for  both 
consumptive  and  non-consumptive  users.  Significant  numbers  of  moose, 
mule  deer,  v^ite- tailed  deer,  black  bear,  Canada  geese,  ruffed  grouse, 
sharp- tailed  grouse,  furbearers  and  non-game  species  occur  within  the 
planning  area.  The  Peace  and  Smoky  rivers  provide  both  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  diverse  habitat  required  to  support  these  species  in  an  area 
otherwise  extensively  cultivated.  The  "Point"  is  also  a popular  local 
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hunting  destination  and  landmark  in  the  Peace  River  area.  In  addition,  a 
variety  of  fish  species  occur  in  both  the  Peace  and  Smoky  rivers. 


2.4  Recreation  and  Tourism  Resources 


Broad  Objectives 

1.  To  ensure  continued  opportunities  for  extensive  recreation 
and  to  provide  wildland  experiences. 

2.  To  consider  the  development  of  commercial  tourism  and  recreation 
facilities/activities,  particularly  by  the  private  sector,  on 
public  land. 


Sub-Objective 

A variety  of  strategies  for  managing  outdoor  recreation  and 
tourism  in  the  planning  area  should  be  evaliaated.  These  strategies 
should  inclxode: 

- sharing  of  administrative  responsibilities  among  Alberta 

Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife,  and  the  Improvement  District  of 
Birch  Hills  (No.  19).  More  specifically,  the  Alberta  Forest 
Service  will  manage  outdoor  recreation  in  the  Green  Area, 
Public  Lands  on  other  provincial  public  lands,  and  Alberta 
Recreation  and  Parks  will  manage  provincial  par]^  and  other 
provincially  designated  recreation  areas . The  Improvement 

District  of  Birch  Hills  is  recognized  as  providing  specific 
recreation  opportunities  for  local  residents; 

- recognition  of  fish  and  wildlife  resources  and  their  importance 
in  recreation  and  tourism  planning; 

- recognition  of  existing  developments  and  consideration  within  the 
planning  area  for  establishment  of  new  sites; 

- recognition  of  the  Peace  River  Corridor  Recreational  Plan 
currently  underway. 


Justification  of  Objectives 

As  the  population  expands  in  the  region,  there  will  be 
greater  pressure  for  recreation  in  the  planning  area. 

With  the  number  of  grazing  dispositions  in  this  region,  there 
will  be  a need  to  resolve  conflicts  between  recreationists  and  other 
users  of  the  area. 
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If  opportunities  for  private  sector  development  are  identified  in 
the  planning  area,  they  will  be  considered  within  the  objectives  of  this 
plan. 


2.5  Watershed  Resources 


Broad  Objectives 

1.  To  ensure  water  supply,  water  quality  and  soils  are  not  affected 
detrimentally  by  land  use  activities  in  the  planning  area. 

2.  To  ensure  water  table  and  drainage  are  not  affected  detrimental- 
ly by  land  use  activities. 

3.  To  ensure  erosion  is  kept  to  a minimum. 


Sub-Objectives 

1.  To  provide  water  for  consijmptive  and  non-consumptive  use. 

2.  To  promote  soil  conservation  and  watershed  protection  in  order  to 
maintain  water  quantity  and  quality. 


Justification  of  Objectives 

Water  quality  and  quantity  must  be  protected,  as  they  are 
important  for  consumptive  users  and  for  maintenance  of  the  fish  and 
wildlife  resources  of  the  Peace/Smoky  River  system. 

Resource  management  activities  and  other  land  use  practices  must 
not  harm  water  supply,  water  quality  and  soils  to  the  extent  that  on  site 
or  downstream  water  uses  are  diminished. 


2^6 Historical  Resources 


Broad  Objective 

1.  To  protect  historical  resources  from  potential  or  actual  impact 
related  to  future  resource  development  and  to  conserve  these 
resources  for  future  generations. 


Sub-Objectives 

1.  Resource  uses  in  the  planning  area  resulting  in  land  surface 
disturbance  may  require  Historical  Resources  Impact  Assessments 
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before  development,  as  outlined  under  Section  33(2)  of  the 
Historical  Resources  Act. 


2.  The  Archaeological  Survey  of  Albeirta,  Resource  Management 
Section,  will  participate  in  the  land  use  referral  process  to 
review  proposed  development  projects  in  all  areas  of  the  plan 
with  the  exception  of  privately  owned  lands  within  the  planning 
area. 


2.7  Timber  Resources 


Broad  C3bjective 

1.  To  maintain  a healthy  forest,  through  forest  management,  \^ch 
will  reduce  the  fire  hazaird  and  provide  a supply  of  local  forest 
products . 


Sub-Cbjectives 

1.  To  manage  the  timber  resource  on  a sustained  yield  basis  in  the 
Green  Area,  while  promoting  a high  quality  forest  environment. 

2.  To  provide  a sustained  supply  of  timber  for  primary  forest 
products  for  local  use  now  and  in  the  future,  vdiile  recognizing 
areas  that  have  important  environmental  value. 

3.  To  protect  the  forest  from  damage  including  destruction  by  fire, 
insects,  disease  or  other  causes. 

4.  To  ensure  use  of  the  timber  resource  on  non-permanent  forestry 
lands  as  they  become  available  for  agriculture,  range  improve- 
ment or  other  dispositions. 


Justification  of  Objectives 

Removal  of  mature  and  overmature  forest  ensures  a healthy  forest 
with  lower  risk  of  wildfire  and  disease. 


Surface  Material  Resources 


Broad  Objective 

1.  To  permit  sand  and  gravel  or  other  surface  material  extraction 
from  existing  sites  and  from  sites  not  allocated  for  higher 
priority  uses. 


13  - 


Sub-Objectives 

1.  To  minimize  the  opening  of  new  surface  material  extraction  sites 
in  the  Peace  and  Smoky  river  valleys. 

2.  To  minimize  the  iirpact  of  new  surface  material  extraction  sites 
on  the  other  resource  values  in  the  locality. 

3.  To  permit  the  continued  use  of  existing  surface  material 
extraction  sites. 


Justification 

Lands  within  these  river  valleys  have  high  wildlife  and  recrea- 
tion values.  The  sand  and  gravel  resources  in  this  plan  area  occur  in 
the  river  valleys  and  are  valuable  resources.  Peat  occurs  in  bog  areas 
on  the  uplands.  To  meet  the  ongoing  demand  for  surface  materials,  new 
extraction  sites  will  be  permitted  as  an  interim  land  use,  but  will  be 
subject  to  site-specific  limitations  to  minimize  the  negative  impact 
of  extraction  activity  on  other  resource  values  in  the  locality. 


2^9 Min^r^l  Respyrceg 


Broad  (Objectives 

1.  To  provide  opportunities  for  industry  to  define  the  extent  of  and 
to  develop  or  produce  oil  and  gas  \diere  reserves  have  been  proven 
and  demand  exists. 

2.  To  provide  opportunities  for  mineral  exploration  in  previously 
unexplored  areas  and  formations. 


Sub-Objective 

1.  To  ensure  existing  mineral  operations  are  permitted  to  continue. 


Justification  of  Objectives 

The  products , revenue  and  employment  created  in  the  mineral 
resource  industry  are  important  to  the  economic  health  of  the  province. 
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3. 


INTEGRATION  OF  (XMPETTNG  RESOURCE  USES 


3 . 1 Introduction 


The  planning  team  recognizes  the  need  for  integration  of  several 
competing  resource  uses  within  the  planning  area.  These  uses  are 
grazing  by  domestic  animals,  timber  management,  fish  and  wildlife 
management,  recreation  (motorized  and  non-motorized,  intensive  and 
dispersed) , feature  preservation,  education,  industrial  development  and 
resource  exploration  and  extraction.  Overall,  the  plan  will  provide  for 
resource  uses  under  a conservation  intent. 

The  following  scheme,  using  five  sub-areas  of  the  planning  area, 
has  been  developed  by  the  team  to  integrate  these  uses.  Selection  of 
suitable  resource  uses  for  each  of  the  five  sub-areas  was  based  upon 
ecological  land  classification,  information  received  from  government 
agencies  and  comments  received  from  the  public.  The  ecological  land 
classification  was  provided  to  the  planning  team  by  the  Resource 
Evaluation  Branch  of  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife.  This  material 
was  derived  from  a combination  of  aerial  photographic  interpretation  and 
appropriate  field  surveys,  followed  by  an  analysis  of  the  results. 
Comments  from  the  public  were  obtained  primarily  from  one  "open  house" 
held  in  Tangent,  Alberta,  on  July  9,  1986,  and  from  a meeting  held  on 
August  14,  1986  with  the  advisory  council  for  the  Irtprovement  District  of 
Birch  Hills,  No.  19. 


1^2 gub-Are^  Infants 


The  sub-areas  illustrated  in  Figure  2 highlight  the  major  land 
use  needs  in  the  planning  area.  The  following  information  has  been 
compiled  for  each  sub-area:  features  and  constraints  to  resource  uses; 
primary  intent;  lists  of  activities  considered  suitable  and  non-permitted 
uses  in  each  sub-area;  and,  detailed  objectives,  detailed  guidelines  and 
implications  of  these  decisions. 

The  Point 

Features. aM.Const^^^  to  Activities 

The  Point  sub-area  covers  approximately  16  sections  of  public 
land  and  five  sections  of  privately  owned  land,  and  also  includes  all 
adjacent  islands  in  the  Peace  River  and  at  the  confluence  of  the  Peace 
and  Smoky  rivers. 

The  Point  includes  both  the  Peace  and  Smoky  river  valleys  as  well 
as  some  upland  area.  The  soils  of  the  valley  walls  are  extremely 
unstable  and  are  susceptible  to  erosion  by  mass  wasting  as  shown  by 
spectacular  sluirping  along  both  the  Peace  and  Smoky  river  valleys. 
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The  Point 


Groves  of  aspen-dominated  tree  communities  are  common  \^erever  slope  and 
aspect  permit  their  growth.  Di^  shrubland,  coniferous  and  mixedwood 
communities  and  grasslands  occur  to  a lesser  extent,  their  distribution 
being  influenced  primarily  by  slope  and  aspect,  although  fire  may  also 
play  an  iirportant  role  in  community  development.  All  these  communities 
have  developed  on  well  to  rapidly  drained  soils.  Where  slope  movements 
have  not  recently  occurred  and  soil  profiles  have  had  sufficient  time  to 
develop,  Solonetzic  soils  may  be  found.  Similarly,  Chemozemic  soils  may 
be  associated  with  relatively  stable  dry,  grassy  south-southwest-facing 
slopes . 

The  uplands  in  this  sub-area  are  characterized  by  very  gently 
undulating  (2-9%  slopes)  to  hummocky  terrain.  Much  of  this  upland  area 
has  been  cleared  for  cultivation.  Remnant  aspen  stands  act  as 
shelterbelts  and  may  provide  valuable  cover  for  ungulates  travelling 
across  this  area. 

There  are  two  sites  o*f  considerable  historical  significance  on 
The  Point.  Alexander  MacKenzie  constructed  Fort  Fork  above  the  Peace 
River  and  wintered  here  in  1792.  This  site  is  currently  privately  owned. 
The  second  site  is  MacKenzie  Lookout,  on  public  land  above  the  Smoky 
River. 

Constraints  to  activities  include,  first,  the  steeply-sloped 
walls  of  the  Peace  and  Smoky  river  valleys,  second,  the  privately  owned 
land  along  the  uplands  and  on  the  Peace  valley  floor  (access 
considerations)  and  third,  the  historically  significant  MacKenzie 
Lookout. 

Primary  Intent 

To  conserve  in  as  natural  a state  as  possible,  with  a priority  on 
wildlife  management  and  ecological  resources. 

Activities  Cpngidergd,  guitab.lp. 

- wildlife  and  wildlife  habitat  management; 

- dispersed  recreation.  Examples  of  uses  are  hiking,  horseback 
riding,  cross-country  skiing,  nature  observation,  berry 
picking,  hunting,  fishing  and  informal  river  use; 

- conditional  petroleum  and  natural  gas  exploration  and  extrac- 
tion. Access  and  timing  will  be  subject  to  approval  by 
appropriate  government  agencies; 

- conditional  linear  developments  (only  those  needed  for 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  exploration  and  development); 
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SMOKY  - PEACE  POINT 
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SCALE  1 : 250  000 


Figure  2:  Sub-areas 


The  Point 


- conditional  sand  and  gravel  removal.  Access  and  timing  will 
be  subject  to  approval  by  appropriate  government  agencies. 


Non-Permitted  Uses 

- additional  grazing  leases; 

- intensive  recreation  development; 

- subdivision  developments; 

- industrial  developments ; 

- linear  developments,  except  as  noted  in  activities  considered 
suitable. 


Ecological  Resources 

Management  Objectives  Management  Guidelines 


1.  To  protect  the  ecological 
resources  of  the  area,  including 
sensitive  features  such  as  finger 
ridges,  cliffs  and  terraces,  and 
wildlife  habitat. 

2.  To  conserve  the  natural  features 
for  public  appreciation  and 
education,  and  for  low  intensity 
recreation. 


1.  & 2. 

(a)  An  appropriate  land  use 
reservation  will  be  placed 
underlining  the  value  of 
the  ecological  resources 
and  the  main  intent  of  the 
area. 

(b)  Land  use  regulations  may  be 
enacted  to  control 
dispersed  recreational 
activities . 


Implications 

The  guidelines  will  permit  protection  of  the  ecological  resources 
of  the  area  v^ile  allowing  dispersed  recreation,  restricted  petroleum  and 
natural  gas  exploration  and  extraction,  restricted  sand  and  gravel 
removal  and  continued  operation  of  traplines  and  outfitting. 


Grazing  Resources 


Management  Objective 


Management  Guidelines 


1.  To  permit  the  continuation  of  the 
existing  grazing  dispositions. 


1.  New  grazing  leases  will 
not  be  issued  in  this 
sub-area . 
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The  Point 


Grazing  Resources,  cont'd 

Management  Objective  Management  Guidelines 

2.  Range  inprovements  for 

grazing  will  be  limited  to 
areas  compatible  with 
objectives  for  fish 
and  wildlife  resources  and 
ecological  resources. 

I^pliqatiQns. 

The  great  majority  of  this  sub-area  will  remain  as  unoccupied 
public  land,  preserving  the  environment  and  enhancing  the  use  of  this 
area  for  wildlife  habitat  and  dispersed  recreation. 

The  expansion  opportunities  for  the  existing  lessees  will  be 
limited  to  range  improvements  (v^ere  feasible) , or  additional  lease  lands 
outside  the  Point  sub-area. 

Should  the  lease  on  any  of  the  lands  in  this  sub-area  be  can- 
celled, no  new  lease  will  be  issued  in  its  place. 


Figh...^..  Wildlife  Resources 


Management  Objectives 

1. (a)  To  maintain  or  increase  fish 

and  wildlife  populations, 
species  and  habitat  diversity 
within  the  context  of  regional 
and  provincial  objectives. 

(b)  To  maintain  or  enhance  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat  including 
natural  features  such  as  grass- 
shrublands,  wetlands,  riparian 
areas  and  other  important 
habitats . 

2.  To  maintain  or  increase 
opportunities  for  dispersed 
recreation,  consumptive  and  non- 
consumptive use  of  fish  and 
wildlife  resources. 


Management  Guidelines 

1,  2 and  3. 

(a)  Habitat  enhancement 
projects  under  the  "Buck 
for  Wildlife"  program  will 
be  identified  and  under- 
taken to  enhance  wildlife 
production.  This  could 
involve  machine  or  hand 
clearing  of  aspen  or 
prescribed  burning  to 
maintain  grass/shrub  and 
available  forage. 

(b)  Only  dispersed  recreation 
activities  will  be  per- 
mitted. 
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The  Point 


Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources,  cont'd 


Management  Objectives 


3.  To  ensure  public  access  to  fish 
and  wildlife  resources  on  public 
lands  within  this  s\ib-area. 


Management  Guidelines 

(c)  No  new  grazing  or  cult- 
ivation leases  will  be 
permitted  in  this 
sub-area . 

(d)  The  existing  registered 
trapping  area  will  be 
maintained . 

(e)  Public  access  to  private 
and  occupied  public  lands 
will  be  fostered  through 
the  "Use  Respect"  campaign. 


Implications 

Long-term  reduction  of  domestic  grazing  in  this  sub-area  will 
increase  the  value  of  this  significant  habitat  to  support  wildlife  by 
reducing  competition  for  forage.  Management  of  vegetation  succes- 
sion will  be  required  to  maximize  available  forage  supplies  and  offset 
encroachment  of  aspen  into  grass/shrub  areas  important  for  deer,  grouse 
and  other  species. 

Only  dispersed,  low  intensity  recreation  will  allow  maximum 
production  of  wildlife  species  and  protect  this  significant  natural 
environment  from  overuse. 


Recreation  and  Tourism  Resources 


Management  Objective 


Management  Guidelines 


1.  To  provide  for  low  levels  of 

dispersed  non-motorized  recreation, 
including,  but  not  limited  to, 
cross-country  skiing,  hiking, 
horseback  riding,  hunting  and 
fishing,  without  establishing 
new  trails. 


1.  (a)  The  major  administrative 
responsibilities  would 
be  shared  between  Public 
Lands  and  Fish  and 
Wildlife  divisions. 


(b)  Additional  trail 
development  will  be 
minimized. 
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Implications 

Soil,  vegetation  and  wildlife  are  to  be  preserved  in  as  natural  a 
state  as  possible,  vdiile  allowing  low  intensity  recreation. 


Watershed  Resources 


Management  Objectives  Management  Guidelines 

1.  To  promote  watershed  protection  1.  To  ensure  resource  manage- 

and  soil  conservation  to  ment  activities  and  other 

maintain  water  quantity  land  use  practices  do  not 

and  quality.  harm  water  supply,  water 

quality  and  soils  to  the 
extent  that  on-site  or 
downstream  water  uses  are 
diminished. 

Implications 

The  Peace  River  forms  the  northerly  boundary  and  the  Smol^y  River 
the  east  boundary  of  the  planning  area.  The  valleys  are  narrow  and  are 
being  actively  modified  by  erosional  forces.  The  Peace  River  has 
hydroelectric  potential.  These  rivers  provide  a reliable  water  source 
throughout  the  summer.  Remaining  streams  in  the  area  are  intermittent. 
The  town  of  Peace  River  and  other  northern  communities  downstream  obtain 
their  water  from  these  rivers. 


Timber  Resources 


Management  Objectives 


Management  Guidelines 


1.  To  maintain  the  forest  cover  in  as 
natural  a state  as  possible,  vdiile 
providing  a limited  supply  of  forest 
products  for  the  use  of  local 
residents . 


1.  Salvage  logging  may  be 
required  after  fire  or 
infestation  by  insects  or 
disease. 

2.  Permits  will  only  be 
issued  for  small  volumes 
of  firewood,  posts,  etc. 
for  the  personal  use  of 
local  residents. 
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Timber  Resources,  cont^d 


Management  Objectives 


Management  Guidelines 

3.  No  timber  harvesting  will 
be  permitted  on  steep 
slopes  adjacent  to  the 
Peace  or  Smoky  Rivers. 


Implications 

The  great  majority  of  this  sub-area  will  remain  as  unoccupied 
public  land^  preserving  the  environment  and  enhancing  the  use  of  this 
area  for  wildlife  habitat  and  dispersed  recreation.  The  Point  sub-area 
will  only  provide  a small  volume  of  firewood  or  posts  for  the  use  of 
local  residents.  Larger  scale  timber  harvesting  will  not  be  permitted. 
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Valley  Corridor 

Features  and  Constraints  to  Activities 

The  Valley  Corridor  sub-area  incliodes  more  than  95%  public  lands 
along  both  the  Peace  and  Smoky  rivers,  excluding  those  portions 
incorporated  in  The  Point  and  Shaftesbury  Crossing  sub-areas.  It  also 
includes  all  islands  in  the  Peace  River  below  The  Point  and  Shaftesbury 
Crossing  sub-areas,  and  valley  lands  lying  adjacent  to  the  Burnt  River 
and  Fox  Creek  at  the  western  boundary  of  the  planning  area.  Where  the 
Valley  Corridor  lies  adjacent  to  the  Long  Island  Block,  the  boundary 
between  these  two  sub-areas  follows  the  line  identified  by  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service  as  the  line  v^ere  no  logging  should  occur  between  it  and 
the  rivers.  East  of  the  Long  Island  Block,  the  boundary  separating  the 
Valley  Corridor  from  the  Uplands  sub-area  follows  the  closest 
quarter- section  line  to  the  boundary,  established  through  Ecological  Land 
Classification,  separating  uplands  from  valley  slopes. 

The  soils  along  these  valley  walls  are  extremely  unstable  and  are 
susceptible  to  erosion  by  mass  wasting,  as  shown  by  spectacular  sluitping 
along  the  river  valleys.  Groves  of  aspen-dominated  tree  communities  are 
common  v^erever  slope  and  direction  peimiit  their  growth.  Dry  shrubland, 
coniferous  and  mixedwood  communities  and  grasslands  occur  to  a lesser 
extent,  their  distribution  also  being  influenced  primarily  by  slope  and 
direction,  although  fire  may  also  play  an  inpoirtant  role  in  community 
development.  All  these  communities  have  developed  on  well  to  rapidly 
drained  soils.  Where  slope  movements  have  not  recently  occurred  and  soil 
profiles  have  had  sufficient  time  to  develop,  Solonetzic  soils  may  be 
found.  Similarly,  Chemozemic  soils  may  be  associated  with  relatively 
stable  dry,  grassy  south- southwest- facing  slopes. 

The  primary  constraints  to  activities  are  the  steep,  highly 
erodible  valley  slopes. 

Primary  Intent 

To  conserve  in  as  natiural  a state  as  possible,  with  a priority  on 
ecological  resources  and  wildlife  management,  with  grazing  as  a secondary 
intent,  where  suitable. 

Activities  Considered  Suitable 

- wildlife  and  wildlife  habitat  management; 

- dispersed  recreation  using  existing  roads  and  trails  only. 

Examples  of  uses  are  hiking,  horseback  riding,  cross-country 

skiing,  hunting,  fishing  and  informal  river  use; 

- the  existing  recreation  lease  ( i . e . , the  Eaglesham  Agricultural 

Society  Recreation  Area); 
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- conditional  petroleum  and  natural  gas  exploration  and  extraction. 
Access  and  timing  will  be  subject  to  approval  by  appropriate 
government  agencies. 

- conditional  sand  and  gravel  removal.  Access  and  timing  will  be 
subject  to  approval  by  appropriate  government  agencies. 

Non-Permitted  Uses 

- additional  grazing  dispositions.  Range  iirprovements  must  meet 
with  wildlife  habitat  guidelines  on  the  existing  dispositions; 

- additional  intensive  recreational  development  (e.g.  Saddle  River ^ 
Shaftesbury,  Eaglesham); 

- subdivision  developments; 

- industrial  developments . 

Recreational  developments  in  the  valley  corridor  are  addressed 
more  specifically  in  the  Recreation  Sites  in  the  Upper  Peace  River  Valley 
plan. 


Ecological  Resources 


Management  Objective 


Management  Guideline 


1.  To  protect  the  ecological  resources 
of  the  area,  including  sensitive 
features  such  as  finger  ridges, 
cliffs  and  terraces,  and  wildlife 
habitat. 


1.  Public  Lands  will  maintain 
the  necessary  protective 
land  use  notations. 


Grazing  Resources 


Management  Objective 


Management  Guidelines 


1.  To  permit  the  continuation  of  the 
existing  grazing  dispositions. 


1.  Range  iitprovements  will  be 
limited  to  rejuvenation  of 
existing  tame  pasture  and 
to  areas  compatible  with 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Division 
objectives. 


2.  New  grazing  dispositions 
will  not  be  issued  in  this 
sub-area . 
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Implications 

The  great  majority  of  lands  within  the  Peace  and  Smoky  river 
valleys  will  remain  as  unoccupied  public  land,  preserving  the  environment 
and  enhancing  the  use  of  these  areas  for  wildlife  habitat  and  dispersed 
recreation.  Should  a lease  on  any  of  the  lands  in  these  valleys  be  can- 
celled, no  new  disposition  will  be  issued  in  its  place.  The  expansion 
opportunities  for  the  existing  lessees  will  be  limited  to  range  improve- 
ment (vdiere  feasible)  within  the  Peace  River  valley,  or  additional  lease 
lands  outside  the  valleys. 


Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources 


Management  Objectives 


Management  Guidelines 


1. (a)  To  maintain  or  increase  fish 
and  wildlife  populations, 
species  and  habitat  diversity 
within  the  context  of  regional 
and  provincial  objectives. 

(b)  To  maintain  or  enhance  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat  including 
natural  features  such  as  grass- 
shrublands,  wetlands,  riparian 
areas  and  other  inportant 
habitats . 


2.  To  maintain  or  increase  opportunities 
for  dispersed  recreation,  consuirptive 
and  non-consuitptive  use  of  fish  and 
wildlife  resources. 

3.  To  ensure  public  access  to  fish  and 
wildlife  resources  on  public  lands 
in  this  sub-area. 


1,  2 and  3 

(a)  Wildlife  and  domestic 

grazing  interests  should  be 
managed  jointly  to  protect 
this  valuable  Class  2 
Canada  Land  Inventoiy 
ungulate  winter  range 
from  excessive  use  or 
conpetition. 


(b)  No  new  grazing  dispositions 
will  be  permitted  within 
this  sub-area. 

(c)  Grazing  lands  on  uplands 
adjacent  to  the  Peace  River 
valley  will  be  maintained 
to  relieve  grazing  pressure 
on  key  ungulate  winter 
range.  Inproved  grazing 
will  be  allowed  on  these 
uplands . 

(d)  Habitat  enhancement 
projects  will  be  considered 
to  improve  available 
habitat  within  and  adjacent 
to  the  valley  breaks. 
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(e)  The  existing  registered 
trapping  area  will  be 
maintained. 

(f)  Only  dispersed  recreation 
activities  (motorized  and 
non-motorized)  with  limited 
site  development  will  be 
permitted. 

(g)  Public  access  to  public 
lands  and  fish  and  wildlife 
resoiirces  will  be  fostered 
through  the  “Use  Respect” 
caitpaign. 

(h)  Surface  materials 
extraction  will  be 
conditional  and 
timing/access  constraints 
may  be  imposed. 


Implications 

By  not  permitting  additional  grazing  within  the  Smo]?y  River 
valley,  this  inportant  Class  1 (high  capability  habitat  for  ungulates  - 
Canada  Land  Inventory)  winter  range  will  be  maintained.  The  river  valley 
acts  as  a refuge  for  wildlife  from  the  extensively  cultivated  uplands  to 
the  east  and  west.  As  well,  the  river  valley  provides  a secure  north- 
south  travel  corridor  for  wildlife  from  the  Peace  River  to  the  north  and 
the  Puskwaskau-Little  Smoky  area  to  the  south. 

Existing  grazing  leases  within  the  Peace  River  breaks  must 
recognize  wildlife  values  and  be  managed  to  accommodate  them.  The  Peace 
River  valley  is  important  Class  2 ungulate  winter  range  and  provides  a 
travel  corridor  for  wildlife. 

Islands  within  the  Peace  River  are  inportant  wildlife  areas  and 
provide  good  quality  forage  and  secure  calving  sites  for  longulates. 


Watershed  Resources 


Management  Objective  Management  Guideline 

1.  To  regulate  land  use  practices 
and  resource  developments  having 
potential  impacts  on  riparian 
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For  any  development 
proposals,  there  will  be  an 
assessment  of  the  potential 


Valley  Corridor 


Watershed  Resources,  cont^d 


Management  Objective 


Management  Guideline 


lands  susceptible  to  disturbance.  iirpacts,  including  terrain 

sensitivity  and  other  site 
characteristics . For 
activities  that  will 
potentially  affect 
sensitive  watersheds , 
adequate  setbacks  and 
buffers  will  be  required. 
Activities  that  will  have 
significant  unavoidable 
impacts  will  be  prohibited 
except  salvage  logging. 

Timber  Resources 


Management  Objective 

1.  To  maintain  forest  cover  in  as 
natural  a state  as  possible. 


Management  Guidelines 

1.  Timber  permits  will  not  be 
issued  in  this  sub-area. 

2.  Salvage  logging  may  be 
required  as  a result  of 
fire  or  infestation  by 
insects  or  disease,  but 
would  only  occur  v^ere 
feasible.  Salvage  logging 
will  not  occur  v^ere  slope 
steepness  creates  a serious 
erosion  hazard. 


Implications 

This  sub-cirea  will  remain  as  unoccupied  public  land,  preserving 
the  environment  and  enhancing  the  use  of  this  area  for  wildlife  habitat 
cind  dispersed  recreation. 
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Long  Island  Block 

Features  and  Constraints  to  Activities 

The  Long  Island  Block  sub-area  is  located  between  the  Valley 
Corridor  and  Uplands  sub-areas  in  the  western  third  of  the  planning  area, 
and  consists  of  approximately  16  sections  of  public  land.  The  line 
representing  the  boundary  between  it  and  the  Uplands  follows  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  proposed  change  to  the  Green  Area  boundary  (Figure  3) . 

Primary  Intent 

Timber  and  wildlife  management. 

Activities  Considered  Suitable 

- timber  harvesting  for  management  (community  woodlot); 

- wildlife  and  wildlife  habitat  management; 

- dispersed  recreation  v^ere  only  existing  roads  and  trails  are 
used; 

- conditional  grazing  by  domestic  animals; 

- conditional  sand  and  gravel  removal. 

Non-Permitted  Uses 


- improved  grazing. 


Grazing  Resources 


Management  Objective  Management  Guideline 

1.  Limited  unimproved  grazing.  1.  Grazing  dispositions  may  be 

issued  in  this  sub-area. 

2.  No  range  improvements  will 
be  approved. 


Implication 

Limited  grazing  will  facilitate  timber  management,  wildlife 
habitat  and  dispersed  recreation. 
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Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources 


Management  Objectives 

1. (a)  To  maintain  or  increase  fish 
and  wildlife  populations, 
species  and  habitat  diversity 
within  the  context  of  regional 
and  provincial  objectives. 

(b)  To  maintain  or  enhance  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat  including  natural 
features  such  as  grass-shrublands, 
wetlands,  riparian  areas  and  other 
iitpoirtant  habitats. 


2.  To  maintain  or  increase  opportunities 
for  dispersed  recreation,  consunptive 
and  non-consuirptive  use  of  fish  and 
wildlife  resources. 

3.  To  ensure  public  access  to  fish  and 
wildlife  resources  on  public  lands 
within  this  sub-area. 


Implications 


Management  Guidelines 

1,  2 and  3 

(a)  Wildlife  habitat  enhance- 
ment, including  machine 
clearing  and  prescribed 
burning,  will  be 
undertaken  din  this  block 
over  the  long  term  to 
offset  habitat  lost  to 
cultivation  and  adjacent 
wildlife  range  affected 
by  domestic  grazing. 

(b)  Wildlife  habitat  manage- 
ment will  recognize  the 
value  of  existing  and 
potential  timber  resources 
and  their  management  over 
the  long  term  as  a 
community  woodlot. 


(c)  The  land  base  of  the  one 
registered  trapping  area  in 
this  block  should  be 
protected  to  maintain  a 
viable  trapline  and 
wildlife  species  diversity. 

(d)  Public  access  to  public 
lands  and  fish  and 
wildlife  resources  must 
be  ensured. 


The  Long  Island  Block  contains  the  last  block  of  upland  wildlife 
habitat  within  the  planning  area.  This  block  is  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  the  Peace  and  Burnt  rivers  to  the  north  and  west,  and  by  Fox 
Creek  to  the  south.  Upland  habitat  must  be  maintained  in  order  to 
maintain  viable  populations  of  deer,  moose,  grouse,  furbearers  and 
non-game  species.  This  block  of  habitat  was  identified  as  the  number  one 
priority  area  for  reservation  and  enhancement  in  a study  of  habitat 
priorities  on  public  land  within  80  km  of  the  town  of  Peace  River 
(Arbuckle  et  al.  1985). 
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Figure  3:  Proposed  Green  Area 


Long  Island  Block 


Habitat  enhancement  involving  64  hectares  (160  acres)  of  small 
10-15  hectare  machine  clearings  on  770  hectares  of  upland  has  been 
undertaken.  Two  additional  habitat  enhancement  projects  have  also  been 
undertaken  adjacent  to  the  Wanham  Provincial  Grazing  Reserve,  immediately 
west  of  the  Smoky-Peace  Point  planning  area,  involving  114  hectares  of 
clearing  on  1 500  hectares  along  the  Peace  and  Burnt  rivers. 


Watershed  Resources 


Management  Objective 

1.  To  regulate  land  use  practices 
and  resource  developments  having 
potential  impacts  on  riparian 
lands  susceptible  to  disturbance. 


Management  Guideline 

1.  For  any  development  pro- 
posal there  will  be  an 
assessment  of  the  potential 
impacts  to  include  terrain 
sensitivity  and  other  site 
characteristics . For 
activities  that  will 
potentially  affect 
sensitive  watersheds, 
adequate  setbacks  and 
buffers  will  be  required. 
Activities  that  will  have 
significant  unavoidable 
impacts  will  be 
prohibited . 


Timber  Resources 


Management  Objectives 


Management  Guidelines 


1,  To  manage  the  timber  resource  for 
sustained  yield  management  in  the 
Green  Area  portion  to  ensure  a 
perpetual  supply  of  timber  for  local 
demand. 


la.  Intensive  forest  management 
techniques  will  be  used. 

b.  Harvested  stands  will  be 
reforested  according  to 
established  reforestation 
policy. 


2.  Timber  harvesting  will  be 
planned  according  to  the 
Timber  Harvest  Cut  Block 
Design  Manual  and  annual 
operating  plan  ground  mles 
in  effect.  Wildlife  and 
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environmental  values  will 
be  recognized  through 
modification  of  these 
conditions  \^en  necessary 
through  Alberta  Forest 
Service  and  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Division 
consultation. 


2.  To  protect  the  forest  from  damage, 
including  destruction  by  fire, 
insects,  disease  or  other  causes. 

3.  TO  provide  for  other  forest  land  use. 


3.  Salvage  logging  will  be 
undertaken  after  fire  or 
infestation  by  insects  or 
disease. 

4.  Grazing  may  be  allowed  in 
sustained-yield  timber 
har^/esting  areas  subject  to 
restrictions  or  modifi- 
cations . These 
restrictions  will  be 
determined  by  detailed 
operational  planning  to 
ensure  successful  timber 
regeneration . 


5.  The  Alberta  Forest  Seirvice 
will  provide  fire 
protection  services  within 
the  Green  Area  in  the  Long 
Island  Block  and  Valley 
Corridor  sub-areas.  ID  19 
will  be  responsible  for 
fire  protection  services 
in  the  remainder  of  the 
planning  area  (White  Area) . 
The  Alberta  Forest  Service 
will  assist  ID  19  in  the 
development  of  fire  control 
and  management  plans  in  the 
White  Area  if  requested. 

Implications 


The  Long  Island  Block  is  part  of  the  GIO  forest  management  unit 
(FMU) . The  annual  allowable  cut  (AAC)  for  the  FMU  has  not  been 
determined  as  of  yet.  An  AAC  will  be  calculated,  once  the  permanent 
productive  forest  land  base  has  been  identified.  This  plan  will  define  a 
part  of  the  GIO  land  base  available  for  sustained  yield  management.  The 
annual  allowable  cut  will  be  based  on  existing  inventory  data.  The 
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sub-area  will  provide  a limited  supply  of  timber  for  local  resident  use 
through  short  term  dispositions  such  as  local  timber  permits,  commercial 
timber  permits  and  deciduous  timber  permits. 

Shaftesbury  Crossing 

Features  and  Constraints  to  Activities 

This  small  sub-area,  approximately  one-half  section  in  size, 
consists  of  a series  of  terraces  bordering  the  Peace  River  at  the  base  of 
steep,  eroding  slopes.  It  includes  a small  canpground  and  a gravel 
extraction  area,  and  is  also  the  location  of  the  Shaftesbury  ferry 
crossing. 

Present  land  uses  and  the  management  intent  provide  the  major 
constraint  to  activities  here. 

Intensive  recreation  development  and  surface  materials  extraction 
will  preclude  much  wildlife  use.  A wildlife  travel  corridor,  however, 
must  be  maintained  along  the  Peace  River  from  the  confluence  of  the  Peace 
and  Smoky  rivers  to  the  Burnt  River. 

Recreation  facilities  such  as  camping,  fair  or  rodeo  grounds 
would  increase  disturbance  to  wildlife.  Increased  motorized  vehicle  use 
may  also  result  in  adverse  environmental  effects  if  not  properly  managed 
or  controlled. 

Establishment  of  stocked  fishing  in  a local  stock  dam  will  be 
investigated  and  is  anticipated  to  have  much  potential.  Expected  use  of 
such  a development  would  be  high. 

There  is  very  little  commercial  timber  value  in  this  sub-area. 
What  little  there  is  should  be  maintained  to  provide  a natural  forest 
environment  for  primitive  public  recreation  use  and  development. 

Primary  Intent 

Intensive  recreation  development. 

Act;ivities  Considered  Suitable 

- intensive  recreation  development  such  as  a canpground  or 

recreation  staging  area; 

- existing  gravel  extraction  activity. 
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NOTE:  As  this  sub-area  is  only  one-half  section  in  size,  and  the 

primary  intent  is  intensive  recreation  development,  there  will  be 
no  discussion  of  the  management  objectives  and  guidelines  for 
other  resources  in  this  location. 


Uplands 

Features  and  Constraints  to  Activities 

The  largest  sub-area,  the  Inlands,  is  more  than  80%  privately 
owned  land.  This  sub-area  is  characterized  by  very  gently  to  gently 
undulating  and  often  hummocky  terrain.  The  landscape  is  more  hummocky  in 
the  southeastern  portion  of  this  sub-area.  Mineral  and  organic  wetlands 
are  significant  landscape  features  and  account  for  approximately  25%  of 
the  total  area. 

With  the  exception  of  these  wetlands,  approximately  90%  of  the 
Uplands  has  been  cleared  for  agriculture.  Of  the  remaining  10%,  young 
upland  aspen  communities  predominate  and  commonly  have  understories  of 
rose,  low-bush  cranberry,  fireweed,  reedgrass  and  rye  grass.  These  aspen 
communities  have  developed  on  moderately  well  to  well  drained  soils. 
Some  of  the  wetlands  are  characterized  by  willow  shrubland  communities 
which  have  developed  on  peaty  soils.  Black  spruce  fens  have  developed  on 
very  poorly  drained  soils  in  depressions. 

Present  land  uses  are  the  major  constraint  to  activities  here. 
The  presence  of  wetlands,  though  not  extensive,  provides  additional 
constraints  to  activities. 

Primary  Intent 

Grazing  and  wildlife  management. 

Activities  Considered  Suitable 

- conditional  grazing  by  domestic  animals; 

- wildlife  and  wildlife  habitat  management  for  ungulates  and 
waterfowl  in  particular; 

- dispersed  recreation,  subject  to  right  of  access. 
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Uplands 


Grazing  Resources 


Management  Objective 

1.  To  permit  the  expansion  of  the 
livestock  industry  on  suitable 
lands  in  this  sub-area. 


Management  Guidelines 

l.(a)  New  grazing  dispositions 
will  be  issued  on 
suitable  lands  subject 
to  demand^  wildlife 
habitat  interests  and  the 
normal  dispositions 
procedures . 

(b)  Range  improvements  will 
be  limited  to  areas 
coirpatible  with  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Division  objec- 
tives . 

(c)  Lessees  will  continue  to 
have  the  privilege  of 
conditional  lease 
conversion  (to  sale) , 
subject  to  normal 
criteria . 


Implications 

The  grazing  livestock  industry  will  be  able  to  expand  on  suitable 
lands  in  this  sub-area. 

Suitable  piiblic  lands  may  be  sold  to  contribute  to  the 
expansion  of  the  grains/oilseeds  industry  in  this  sub-area. 


Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources 


Management  Objectives 


?toag[ement.  .Guidelines 


1(a)  To  maintain  or  increase  fish  and 
wildlife  populations,  species 
and  habitat  diversity  within  the 
context  of  regional  and  provincial 
objectives. 

(b)  To  maintain  or  enhance  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat  including  natural 


1,  2 and  3 

(a)  Grazing  by  domestic  live- 
stock on  the  Uplands  will 
be  conditional  and 
recognize  wildlife 
management  objectives. 
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Uplands 


Fish  and  Wildlife  Resources,  cont^d 


Management  Objectives 


Management  Guidelines 


features  such  as  grass-shrublands, 
wetlands,  riparian  areas  and  other 
important  habitats. 

2.  To  maintain  or  increase  opportunities 
for  dispersed  recreation,  consumptive 
and  non-consumptive  use  of  fish  and 
wildlife  resources. 


(b)  Management  of  wetlands  for 
waterfowl  production  and 
staging  will  be  undertaken 
within  this  sub-area  in 
cooperation  with  EXicks 
Unlimited  (Canada)  v^ich 
maintains  a number  of  pro- 
jects in  the  area. 


3.  To  ensure  public  access  to  fish 
and  wildlife  resources  on  public 
lands  within  this  sub-area. 


(c)  The  Crop  Damage  Control 
program  which  operates 
within  this  sub-area  will 
be  retained  to  minimize 
waterfowl  depredation  of 
crops  and  conpensate 
farmers  for  crop  damage. 


(d)  Buck  for  Wildlife  habitat 
enhancement  projects  will 
be  undei±aken  to  increase 
available  forage  for  deer 
and  moose  and  increase 
habitat  diversity  for  other 
species  including  grouse, 
furbearers  and  non-game 
species . 

(e)  Public  access  to  public 
lands  and  fish  and  wildlife 
resources  will  be  fostered 
through  the  "Use  Respect" 
canpaign. 


Implications 

Because  of  intensive  cultivation  of  most  of  the  upland  habitat 
within  the  planning  area,  remaining  upland  habitats  in  this  sub-area  are 
important  for  many  wildlife  species.  Much  of  the  uncleared  land  within 
this  sub-area  is  poorly  drained  and  contains  extensive  areas  of  wetland. 
Habitat  development  potential  in  these  areas  will  be  evaluated  for 
iitproving  waterfowl,  grouse,  deer  and  moose  production  to  meet  regional 
and  provincial  goals.  Potential  enhancement  projects  may  include 
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Uplands 


prescribed  bums  and  machine  clearing,  resulting  in  improvement  of 
nesting  cover  and  forage  availability. 

Improved  grazing  will  be  permitted  on  grazing  leases  within  this 
sub-area  providing  wildlife  habitat  requirements  are  recognized. 


Watershed  Resources 


Management  Objective 

1.  Use  the  existing  wetlands  to 
facilitate  the  mitigation  of 
impacts  of  upstream  agricul- 
tural drainage  on  downstream 
lands. 


Management  Guideline 

1.  The  retention  of  wetlands 
should  be  encouraged  and 
their  in^rtance  to  the 
local  drainage  network 
recognized . 


Timber  Resources 


Management  Objective 


Management  Guidelines 


1.  To  provide  a supply  of  timber  for  1. 

local  use  upon  demand. 


2.  To  ensure  merchantable  timber 

resources  are  utilized  on  lands  that 
become  available  for  agricultural  2. 

development,  range  improvement  or 
other  dispositions.  (Timber  in  this 
area  is  defined  as  merchantable  only 
if  there  is  an  existing  market  v^ch 
is  capable  of  utilizing  it  within 
one  year  of  a request  for  liquidation. ) 


Small  volume  permits  for 
miscellaneous  wood  products 
may  be  issued  in  areas 
compatible  with  other 
uses. 

Salvage  logging  may  be 
required  after  fire  or 
infestation  by  insects  or 
disease,  or  in  advance  of 
land  clearing  (v^ere  an 
existing  market  can  utilize 
the  timber  within  one  year 
of  a liquidation  request) 
related  to  agricultural 
development,  range 
improvement,  etc. 


Implications 

There  will  be  no  major  cutting  in  this  sub-area;  however,  small 
dispersed  stands  of  timber  can  be  looked  upon  to  provide  forest  products 
to  meet  the  local  farming  need. 
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4. 


PLAN  MANAGEMENT 


General  administrative  procedures  and  mechanisms  required  for 
plan  management^  monitoring  and  amendment  are  outlined  in  this  section. 
Following  conpletion  of  the  final  version  of  this  plan,  the  next  public 
document  would  be  a summary  of  the  plan's  first  year  of  iirplementation 
progress . 


4 . 1 General  Administration 


The  Smoky-Peace  Point  Local  Integrated  Resource  Plan  will  be  made 
operative  within  the  terms  of  appropriate  legislation  and  regular 
government  programs.  The  sub-areas  provide  a framework  for  processing 
applications  on  new  public  land  dispositions  within  the  planning  area. 
Existing  systems  for  referral  and  interdepartmental  review  will  apply  to 
the  plan.  Resources  will  continue  to  be  administered  by  the  departments 
responsible,  in  line  with  the  provisions  of  the  plan,  including  resoiarce 
management  guidelines  and  any  subsequent  operational  plans. 

Participating  government  management  agencies  will  have  several 
responsibilities  to  ensure  the  effective  delivery  of  this  plan.  It  will 
be  their  responsibility  to  deal  with  any  conflicts  or  concerns  with 
respect  to  implementation  or  interpretation  of  any  of  the  plan's 
provisions.  The  responsibilities  are  outlined  by  subject  area  below. 

Referral  Systems 

Participating  government  management  agencies  will  ensure  existing 
referral  systems  of  the  Alberta  government  are  adequate  to  encompass  all 
affected  or  concerned  agencies. 

Plan  Monitoring 

The  Smoky-Peace  Point  Local  Integrated  Resource  Plan  will  be 
reviewed  annually  by  the  Peace  River  Regional  Resource  Management 
Committee  to: 

— assess  the  relevance  of  the  stated  resource  objectives  in 
light  of  changing  conditions; 

— assess  the  resource  management  guidelines  and  referral 
procedures; 

— assess  agency  operational  plans  to  ensure  their  consistency 
with  the  resource  management  area  intents,  objectives  and 
guidelines;  and 
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— recommend  amendments  to  the  Integrated  Resource  Plan  and 
future  actions  required  to  maintain  or  promote  government 
resource  management  activities  in  the  planning  area. 

An  annual  report  will  document  changes  in  the  plan.  The  report 
will  also  highlight  the  previous  year's  activity  in  the  planning  area, 
including  the  number,  type  and  location  of  referrals  and  \jhat  conflicts 
or  concerns  were  addressed  and  resolved.  The  report  will  also  indicate 
vtot  might  be  expected  to  be  accomplished  in  the  planning  area  during  the 
next  year.  The  report  may  be  deferred  if  it  is  not  needed  because  of  a 
lack  of  activity  or  progress  on  government  resource  management  objectives 
within  the  planning  area. 

A major  plan  review  by  the  Peace  River  Regional  Resource 
Management  Committee  will  occur  at  five-year  intervals  to  facilitate: 

— a comprehensive  assessment  of  all  aspects  of  the  plan, 
including  but  not  limited  to,  broad  resource  management 
objectives,  and  sub-area  boundaries  and  intents; 

— a public  review  on  the  same  basis  as  in  the  development  of  new 
integrated  resource  plans;  and 

— a statement  recommending  amendments  to  the  plan  and  future 
actions  required  to  maintain  or  promote  government  resource 
management  activities  in  the  planning  area. 

A report  will  document  all  amendments.  Major  plan  reviews  may  be 
undertaken  more  or  less  frequently  than  every  five  years  if  major 
resource  policy  commitments  or  program  initiatives  require  them. 


4 . 2 Amendment  Procedures 


Changes  to  the  planning  area  boiandary,  broad  planning  area 
resource  management  objectives,  and  the  sub-area  boundaries  and  intents 
will  require  major  amendment  to  the  plan.  An  amendment  to  the  plan  may 
be  required  as  a result  of  an  annual  review,  major  five-year  review, 
government  request,  or  a request  from  an  individual,  group  or 
organization  outside  the  government.  Proposed  amendments  to  the  plan 
from  outside  the  government  should  be  made  by  formal  application  to  the 
Regional  Resource  Coordinator  of  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife . ^ Cpportunities  for  public  review  of  proposed  amendments  to 
the  plan  will  be  provided  before  changes  are  approved  by  the  government. 
Amendments  v^ich  entail  a major  policy  decision  or  a change  to  the 
basic  intent  of  the  plan  may  be  forwarded  by  the  minister  to  the 
appropriate  cabinet  committee  for  approval. 


^Guidelines  for  preparing  requests  for  amendments  to  integrated 
resource  plans  are  available  upon  request. 
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